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Biodiversity post-2010 - biodiversity in a changing world
8-9 September 2010, Gent, Belgium

Conference under the Belgian EU presidency organized by Flemish Region in
collaboration with Brussels Capital Region, Walloon Region, Federal govern-
ment and the European Commission with support of IUCN.

20710is declared as the UN International Year on Biodiversity. This yearis also a
crucial moment for evaluating and renewing European and global targets for
biodiversity to be adopted at the 10th Conference of the Parties (COP) of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in October 2010, in Nagoya (Japan).
The Belgian EU Presidency will organize a conference at EU-level to inform
about the current state in biodiversity and ecosystem services, to exchange
ideas on the challenges of biodiversity conservation in an urbanizing and
changing world, to reflect on the proposed post-2010 vision and targets and
to highlight options for implementation, and to bring a policy message to
COP10. This high-level stakeholder conference will be a milestone in the de-
velopment of an EU biodiversity policy strategy for the post-2010 period and
strengthen its position in international negotiations on a global biodiversity
framework. The conference will focus on three thematic areas: (1) Biodiversity
in an urbanizing Europe, (2) Ecosystem services - valuation of natural goods
and services, (3) Vision and targets for biodiversity post-2010: implementa-
tion. Expected participants: policy makers, government representatives, sci-
entists, NGO representatives, representatives from the private sector, other
relevant stakeholders.

For more information please contact: pieter.decorte@lne.vlaanderen.be or
andras.krolopp@iucn.org

Announcing the 5th Alter-Net Summer School
5-14 September 2010, Peyresq, France

The summer school will be held at Peyresq, Alpes de Haute-Provence, France
and is organized by the ALTER-Net Summer School Secretariat at the Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK), Germany.

The topic this year is “Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services”. The school is
a unique opportunity to explore this important issue with 32 like-minded
post-graduate students and young scientists mostly from Europe. About 20
speakers will give presentations on this subject in the morning and late after-
noon. In the afternoon working groups will apply what they have learned in
their case studies study with different themes. The ALTER-Net Summer School
will contribute to durable integration and spread of excellence within and
beyond the network, with a view to promote interdisciplinary approaches.

The 2010 Summer School will focus on: Biodiversity and ecosystems in Eu-
rope; Ecosystem processes, function, services and benefits; Resilience of so-
cial and natural systems; Valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services;
Linking biodiversity research with policy and the public.

For more information: http://www.pik-potsdam.de/alter-net/ or contact the
Summer School Director: Sabine Liitkemeier Sabine.Luetkemeier@pik-pots-
dam.de
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Towards a New Knowledge for Scale Sensitive Governance
of Complex Systems
10-12 November 2010, Wageningen, Netherlands

Policies have many impacts on environmental and human processes at dif-
ferent spatial and temporal scales. Climate change, biodiversity, energy con-
sumption, water resource management, and food security are a few of the
many examples illustrating the complex multi-scale interactions within and
between environmental and human processes. This observation fits well
within a long history of disappointments in policy and management related

to our environment and indicates that scale sensitive governance approaches
Wageningen i Reterands T are required. Wageningen UR invites participants of the conference to discuss
' integrative concepts, methodologies, and case studies related to scaling and
governance issues in complex systems. Anticipated outcomes of the confer-
ence include an international research agenda and recommendations for
scale-sensitive governance approaches. Several contributions from SCALES
will be presented at this conference.

"Towards a New Knowledge for
Scale Sensitive Governance of
Complex Systems"
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Due date for abstract submission: May 31, 2010.

For more information please visit: http://www.scalinggovernance.wur.nl/UK/
Conference

EPBRS meeting under Belgian Presidency
“Positive visions for Biodiversity”
16-19 November 2010

“What kind of world would we want to hand on to our children? What re-
search do we need to reach it?”

In the context of the International Year for Biodiversity and under the Belgian
EU presidency, the EPBRS, the Belgian Biodiversity Platform, and the Belgian
Science Policy Office are initiating a challenging project on ‘Positive Visions
for Biodiversity'

A large meeting will develop inspirational, positive, achievable, and shared
visions for our future and the Nature we want. It will develop a storyline to
show how to reach those alternative futures, and to achieve the targets on
the way. The results of the discussions will be debated by EPBRS delegates
and scientists to suggest a long-term science policy to enable society to
move towards these positive visions, and outline options for other policies.
The scenarios and positive visions constructed at this meeting will be of glo-
bal importance. They will be widely publicised and made available to Euro-
pean and International policy processes. The science policy options will be
available to funding agencies to guide their research strategies. SCALES rep-
resentatives will participate in the meeting.

For more information: http://www.epbrs.org/epbrs/event/show/28
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Natura 2000 online public viewer launched

An interactive tool enabling the public to locate Natura 2000 sites and access
related information is now available online. For the first time all sites are made
available on an EU scale, encompassing the Natura 2000 network as a whole
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and offering a panorama of what is now the largest coordinated network of
conservation areas in the world. The tool is intended to help raise awareness
of Natura 2000’s rich assets amongst the general public as well as provide
a useful instrument for developers, land use planners, landowners, govern-
ment authorities, NGOs, researchers and educationalists, amongst others.

You may access the Natura 2000 public viewer under:
http://natura2000.eea.europa.eu/#

For more information: Eionet European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity
http://biodiversity.eionet.europa.eu/activities/Natura_2000/index_html

New projects related to SCALES

POLICYMIX

This year the new FP7 project POLICYMIX will start. The project has a duration
of four years and includes nine partners in six European and two Latin Ameri-
can countries. The project aims to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of eco-
nomic instruments versus command-and-control instruments in biodiversity
conservation, the transfer of economic valuation estimates for biodiversity
and ecosystem services from existing study sites to new policy sites (‘benefits
transfer’), and the transferability of policy lessons between Latin America and
Europe.

POLICYMIX and SCALES will cooperate closely in the analysis of policy instru-
ments, the assessment of networks of protected areas, and particularly in the
development of web based support tool kits for biodiversity conservation.

BIOFRESH

The BioFresh FP7 project will build a public biodiversity information platform
to bring together the vast amount of information on freshwater biodiversity
currently scattered among a wide range of databases.

Project main objectives are:

— improving capacity to protect and manage freshwater biodiversity in
the face of ongoing changes to global climate and socioeconomics.

- predicting the responses of freshwater biodiversity and its services to
multiple stressors at global, European and local scale, including future
climate and socioeconomic pressures,

- increasing the awareness of the urgency for freshwater biodiversity
conservation among scientists, policy makers and the public.

BIOFRESH and SCALES will exchange their experience in methodological
approaches for downscaling climate models. The projects will share trait
databases and distributional databases for species groups included in both
projects. Joint topical sessions are planned at international conferences.
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